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EDUCATION 

 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.   

 Ph.D. with distinction in Arabic and Islamic Studies, 

Oriental Studies Dept.,  1991.  

 M.A. thesis:  "The Autobiography of Ni`mat Allah al-

Jaza'irē." 

 Ph. D. dissertation:  "Twelver Shi`ism and Its Struggle 

with Sunni Consensus." 

 Dissertation awarded annual Malcolm H. Kerr prize for 

best dissertation in  Middle Eastern Studies, humanities 

division. 

 

Center for Arabic Studies Abroad, American University, 

Cairo, Egypt, 1984-85.   

Advanced studies in Arabic, Islamic history, 

paleography. 

 

Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 

 B.A. magna cum laude in Near Eastern Studies, 1984. 

 B.A. thesis: "Three Wise Men: The Safawi Religious 

Institution 1576-1629." 

 

EXPERIENCE 

 

Chair, Middle Eastern and South Asian Studies Department.   

Associate Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies, 

Emory University, 1990-present. Courses taught include 

Islam, Arabic language, readings in Arabic, Persian 

language, Introduction to Arabic Literature, 

Introduction to the Middle East, The Arab World: 

Society and Culture, and Introduction to the Qur'an. 

 

Arabic Instructor, Arabic School, Middlebury College, summer 

1991.   

 Team taught intermediate level in total immersion 

program.  

 



Project Assistant, Arabic School, Middlebury College, summer 

1989. 

 Worked on the development of materials to teach 

communicative functions as  part of larger Arabic language 

material development project. 

 

Lecturer, University of Pennsylvania, 1988-90. Taught 

intensive elementary,  intermediate, and advanced Arabic.   

 

Teaching Assistant, University of Pennsylvania, 1987-88.   

 Served as teaching assistant for first and second year 

Arabic classes.  Attended a  number of training workshops 

for language teaching assistants, as well as  workshops 

on proficiency-based language instruction and the OPI (Oral 

 Proficiency Interview).  Administered OPI as part of 

the department's Arabic  program and assisted in preparing 

proficiency-based examinations in reading and  writing.  

Assisted in preparing and editing materials for Let's Learn 

Arabic Arabic  syllabus authored by Roger Allen and Adel 

Allouche.  

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books: 

 

1.  Islamic Legal Orthodoxy: Twelver Shiite Responses to the 

Sunni Legal System.  Salt Lake City:  Utah University Press, 

1998. 

 Reviews:   

 Maribel Fierro "Nuevas Perspectivas sobre la formación 

del derecho islámico,"  

 Al-Qantara, Revista de Estudios Árabes (Madrid) 21 

(2000): 511-23. 

 Wilferd Madelung, Journal of the American Oriental 

Society 120 (2000):111-14. 

 Robert Gleave, Islamic Law and Society 7 (2000): 102-4. 

 Brannon Wheeler, International Journal of Middle East 

Studies 35 (2003): 151-52. 

 Saiyad Nizamuddin Ahmad, Middle East Studies 

Association Bulletin 37.1 (2003):  138-39. 

 

2.  Interpreting the Self: Autobiography in the Arabic 

Literary Tradition.  Ed. Dwight F. Reynolds.  University of 

California Press, 2001.  Co-authored text (pp. 1-103) and 

translated the autobiography of Yüsuf al-Bahrani (d. 1772 

C.E.) (pp. 216-23).  

2a.  Arabic Translation of Chapter One in Al-Karmel 76-77 

(2003): 89-106. 



Reviews:  

Issa Boullata, aljadid 7 (2001): 23. 

Geert Jan Van Gelder, Journal of Islamic Studies 13 

(2002): 187-190. 

Thomas Philipp, The MIT Electronic Journal of Middle 

East Studies 2 (2002),  

http://web.mit.edu/cis/www/mitejmes/ 

Samah Selim, Biography 25 (2002): 687-690. 

Wen-Chin Ouyang, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and 

African Studies 65.3 (2002):    574-76. 

 

3.  Law and Education in Medieval Islam.  Studies in Memory 

of Professor George Makdisi.  Ed. Joseph Lowry, Devin 

Stewart, and Shawkat Toorawa.  E.J.W. Gibb Memorial Trust, 

2004. 

 

4.  Arabic Literary Culture, 1350-1850.  Ed. Joseph Lowry 

and Devin Stewart.  (Forthcoming) 

 

Translations: 

Primary Documents on Islam in Spain and the Reconquista 

selected and translated by Devin Stewart: 1) Poem addressed 

to the Ottoman Sultan (1501); 2) Fatwa for the Moriscos of 

Granada (1504); 3) Inquisition against a Morisco of 

Valencia, Don Cosme Abenamir (1556-67).  

www.nyu.edu/gsas/program/neareast/andalusia/ 

 

MuĜammad ýAbduh, "Laws Should Change in Accordance with the 

Conditions of  

Nations."  Pp. 50-54 in Modernist Islam 1840-1940: A 

Sourcebook.  Ed. Charles Kurzman.  New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2002. 

 

Articles: 

1a.  "Saj` in the Qur'an: Prosody and Structure."  Journal 

of Arabic Literature 21 (1990): 101-39.   

1b.  Arabic translation and commentary by Mohammed El-

Bereiri in Fusul (Cairo) 12.3 (1993):  

7-37. 

1c.  Reprinted Pp. 213-67 in Andrew Rippin, ed.  The Qur'an: 

Style and Contents.  The Formation of the Classical Islamic 

World, vol. 24.  Brookfield, Vermont:  Ashgate Variorum 

Press, 2000. 

1d.  Turkish translation by Yakup Civelek, Yüzüncü Yil 

Universitesi, Van, Turkey.  (forthcoming) 

 

2a.  "A Biographical Notice on Baha' al-Din al-`Amili (d. 

1030/1621)."  Journal of the American Oriental Society 111 

(1991): 563-71. 



2b.  Persian translation by Muhammad Kazim Rahmati. 

 

3.  "The Humor of the Scholars:  The Autobiography of Ni`mat 

Allah al-Jaza'irē."  Iranian Studies 22 (1991): 47-81. 

 

4. "The Disputed Etymology of Spanish Res." Romanische 

Forschungen 104 (1992): 425-35. 

 

5. "A Contribution to the Lexicography of Egyptian Arabic." 

Zeitschrift für arabische Linguistik 28 (1994): 36-86. 

 

6.  "From Basrah to Baris: or, Is There an Arabic Text in 

This Class?  Julia Kristeva on Arabic Linguistic Theory."  

Edebiyat 5 (1994): 315-23. 

 

7.  "Arabic -inn Compounds: The Origins of Egyptian 'agrann, 

'ikminn, 'i`zinn."  

Al-ýArabiyya 27 (1994): 17-25. 

 

8a.  "Taqiyyah as Performance: the Travels of Baha' al-Din 

al-`Amili in the Ottoman Empire (991-93/1583-85)." Princeton 

Papers in Near Eastern Studies 4 (1996): 1-70. 

8b.  Reprinted in Stewart, et al.  Law and Society in Islam, 

pp. 1-70.  Princeton, New Jersey: Markus Wiener Publishers, 

1996. 

 

9a.  "Notes on the Migration of `Amili Scholars to Safavid 

Iran." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 55 (1996): 81-103.   

9b.  Persian translation by Muhammad Kazim Rahmati. 

 

10. "Root-echo Responses in Egyptian Arabic Politeness 

Formulae." Pp. 157-80 in Understanding Arabic:  Essays in 

Contemporary Arabic Linguistics in Honor of El-Said Badawi.  

Ed. Alaa Elgibali.  Cairo: American University Press, 1996. 

 

11a.  "The First Shaykh al-Islam of the Safavid Capital 

Qazvin." Journal of the American Oriental Society 116 

(1996): 387-405. 

11b.  Persian translation by Muhammad Kazim Rahmati: 

"Nokhostin Shaykh al-Islam-i Qazvin, pay-takht-i Safaviyah: 

Tahlil-i az Risalah-yi al-`Iqd al-husayni."  Majallah-yi 

a'ineh-ye Pazhuhesh 68 (2001): 173-93. 

 

12.  "Popular Shi`ism in Medieval Egypt: Vestiges of Islamic 

Sectarian Polemics in Egyptian Arabic." Studia Islamica 84 

(1996): 35-66. 

 

13.  "Capital, Accumulation, and the Islamic Academic 

Biography." Edebiyat 7 (1997): 139-56. 



 

14.  "Husayn b. `Abd al-Samad al-`Amili's Treatise for 

Sultan Suleiman and the Shi`i Shafi`i Legal Tradition." 

Islamic Law and Society 4 (1997): 156-99. 

 

15.  "Cide Hamete Benengeli, Narrator of Don Quijote."  

Medieval Encounters 3 (1997): 111-27. 

 

16.  "Impoliteness Formulae: The Cognate Curse in Egyptian 

Arabic." Journal of Semitic Studies 42 (1997): 327-60. 

 

17.  "Clitic Reduction in the Formation of Modal Prefixes in 

the Post-Classical Arabic Dialects and Classical Arabic Sa-

/Sawfa." Arabica 45 (1998): 104-28. 

 

18.  "The Lost Biography of Baha' al-Din al-`Amili and the 

Reign of Shah Isma`il II in Safavid Historiography." Iranian 

Studies 31 (1998): 1-29. 

 

19.  "Color Terms in Egyptian Arabic."  Pp. 105-20 in The 

Language of Color in the Mediterranean: An Anthology on 

Linguistic and Ethnographic Aspects of Colour Terms.  Ed. 

Alexander Borg.  Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell 

International, 1999. 

 

20a.  "Ibn Zaydun."  Pp. 306-17 in Cambridge History of 

Arabic Literature: The Literature of Al-Andalus.  Ed. María 

Rosa Menocal, Raymond P. Scheindlin, and Michael Sells.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000.  

20b.  To be reprinted in Classical and Medieval Literature 

Criticism, Volume 89, forthcoming in 2007. 

 

21.  ñUnderstanding the Koran in English: Notes on 

Translation, Form, and Prophetic Typology.ò  Pp. 31-48 in 

Diversity in Language: Contrastive Studies in English and 

Arabic Theoretical and Applied Linguistics.  Ed. Zeinab 

Ibrahim, Nagwa Kasabgy, and Sabiha Aydelott.  Cairo: 

American University in Cairo Press, 2000. 

 

22.  "The Portrayal of an Academic Rivalry: Najaf and Qum in 

the Writings and Speeches of Khomeini, 1964-78."  Pp. 216-29 

in The Most Learned of the Shiýa: The Institution of the 

Marjaý Taqlid.  Ed. Linda S. Walbridge.  Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2001.  

 

23.  "Islamic Juridical Hierarchies and the Office of Marjió 

al-Taqlid."  Pp. 137-57 in Shi'ite Heritage: Essays on 

Classical and Modern Traditions.  Ed. and Trans.  L. Clarke.  

Binghamton, N.Y.: Global Publications, 2001. 



 

24a.  "Muhammad b. Da'ud al-Zahiri's Manual of 

Jurisprudence, al-Wusul ila ma`rifat al-usul."  Pp. 99-158 

in Studies in Islamic Legal Theory.  Ed. Bernard Weiss.  

Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2002. 

24b.  Reprinted in The Formation of the Classical Islamic 

World.  Ed. Wael B. Hallaq.  Hampshire, U.K.: Ashgate 

Publishing, 2004. 

 

25.  "Documents and Dissimulation: Notes on the Performance 

of Taqiyya."  Pp. 569-98 in Identitades Marginales.  

Estudios Onomásticos-Biográficos de al-Andalus, XIII.  Ed. 

Cristina de la Puente.  Madrid: Consejo Superior de 

Investigaciones Científicas, 2003.  

 

26.  "The Genesis of the Akhbari Revival."  Pp. 169-193 in 

Safavid Iran and Her Neighbors.  Ed. Michel Mazzaoui.  Salt 

Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2003. 

 

27.  "Professional Literary Mendicancy in the Letters and 

Maqamat of Badi` al-Zaman al-Hamadhani."  Pp. 39-47 in 

Writers and Rulers: Perspectives on Their Relationship from 

Abbasid to Safavid Times.  Ed. Beatrice Gruendler and Louise 

Marlowe.   Wiesbaden: Reichert Verlag, 2004. 

 

28.  "Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari's al-Bayan `an usul al-

ahkam and the Genre of Usul al-Fiqh in Ninth-Century 

Baghdad."  Pp. 321-49 in Abbasid Studies: Occasional Papers 

of the School of Abbasid Studies, Cambridge 6-10 July 2002.  

Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 135.  Ed. James Montgomery.  

Leuven:  Peeters, 2004. 

 

29. ñThe Doctorate of Islamic Law in Mamluk Egypt and 

Syria.ò Pp. 45-90 in Law and Education in Medieval Islam.  

Ed. Joseph Lowry, Devin Stewart, and Shawkat Toorawa.  

Cambridge: E.J.W. Gibb Memorial Trust, 2004.  

 

30.  "The Maqama."  Pp. 145-58 in Cambridge History of 

Arabic Literature: The Post-Classical Period.  Ed. Roger 

Allen and D.S. Richards.  Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2005. 

 

31.  "Scholarship on the Fihrist of Ibn al-Nadim:  The Work 

of Valeriy V. Polosin."  al-`Usur al-wusta: The Bulletin of 

Middle East Medievalists 18.1 (April 2006): 8-13. 

 

32.  "The Identity of 'the Mufti of Oran': Abu al-`Abbas 

Ahmad b. Abi Jum`ah al-Maghrawi al-Wahrani (d. 917/1511)." 

Al-Qantara: Revista de Estudios Árabes 27.2 (2006): 265-301. 



 

33.  "An Episode in the `Amili Migration to Safavid Iran:  

The Travel Account of Husayn b. `Abd al-Samad al-`Amili." 

Journal of Iranian Studies 39 (2006): 481-509. 

 

34.  ñEmendations of the Legal Section in the Fihrist of Ibn 

al-Nadim.ò In Abbasid Studies: Occasional Papers of the 

School of Abbasid Studies, Leuven June-July 2004.  Ed. John 

Nawas. (forthcoming) 

 

35.  "The Structure of the Fihrist: Ibn al-Nadim as a 

Historian of Islamic Law and Theology." International 

Journal of Middle East Studies.  (forthcoming) 

 

36.  ñClassical Arabic Maqamat and the Picaresque Novel.ò  

In Classical Narratives.  Ed. Salma Jayyusi. (forthcoming) 

 

37.  "An Evaluation of Qur'anic Emendations Proposed in 

Medieval and Modern Scholarship." In edited volume The 

Qur'an in Its Historical Context, Routledge. (forthcoming) 

 

38.  "Women's Biographies in a Seventeenth-Century Iranian 

Biographical Collection."  In Louise Marlowe, ed.  Volume on 

Biography in the Middle East. (forthcoming) 

 

39.  "Three Polemic Exchanges at Safavid Court."  In 

Festschrift for Etan Kohlberg.  Ed. Mohammad Ali Amir-

Moezzi.  Paris. (forthcoming) 

 

40.  "Baha' al-Din al-`Amili (1547-1621)."  In Dictionary of 

Literary Biography: Arabic Literary Culture, 1350-1850.  Ed. 

Joseph E. Lowry and Devin J. Stewart.  (forthcoming) 

 

41.  "Ibn Hijjah al-Hamawi (1476 or 1477-1534)."  In 

Dictionary of Literary Biography:Arabic Literary Culture, 

1350-1850.  Ed. Joseph E. Lowry and Devin J. Stewart.  

(forthcoming) 

 

42.  "Ibn al-Nadim's Isma`ili Contacts."  Submitted to 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.   

 

43.  "The Students' Representative in the Law Colleges of 

Fourteenth-Century Damascus."  Submitted to Islamic Law and 

Society.   

 

44.  "The Ottoman Execution of Zayn al-Din al-`Amili."  

Submitted to Die Welt des Islams.  

 



45.  "Linguistic Prophylaxis and the Conventions of Self-

Representation in Arabic Autobiographical Texts." Submitted 

to al-`Arabiyyah. 

 

 

Works in Progress: 

Texts and Palimpsests: The Formation of the Genre of Usul 

al-Fiqh (Manuals of Jurisprudence).  An examination of the 

genre of Islamic jurisprudence in the ninth and tenth 

centuries C.E. based on the partial reconstruction of lost 

early texts from fragments and references in later works. 

 

The Maqamat of Badi` al-Zaman al-Hamadhani: Intertextuality 

and Islamic Religious Polemics.   

 

 

Encyclopedia Articles: 

"Ejaza," "Ejma`."  In Encyclopaedia Iranica. Ed. Ehsan 

Yarshater.  Costa Mesa, California: Mazda Publishers, 1998. 

Vol. VII, pp. 273-75; 275-78. 

 

"Blasphemy," "Blessing," "Curse," "Farewell," ñPit,ò "Rhymed 

Prose," ñSex and Sexuality,ò ñSmell,ò ñSoothsayer,ò ñTeeth.ò  

In Encyclopaedia of the Qur'an, 5 vols.  Ed. Jane Dammen 

McAuliffe.  Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2001-6.  Vol. I, Pp.  235-

36, 236-37, 491-92; Vol. II, 178-80; Vol. IV, 100-4, 476-84, 

580-85; Vol. V, 62-64, 78-80, 231-32.   

 

ñShiism.ò  In Encyclopaedia of the Muslim World.  Ed. 

Richard Martin. 

 

ñIjazah.ò  In Medieval Islamic Civilization: An 

Encyclopaedia.  Ed. Joseph Meri.  London: Routledge. 

(forthcoming). 

 

ñIslam, Shiôi,ò ñIslamic Law.ò In New Dictionary of the 

History of Ideas. New York: Charles Scribnersô Sons. 

 

 

Reviews: 

1a.  Review of C. E. Bosworth, Baha' al-Din al-`Amili and 

His Literary Anthologies. Manchester: University of 

Manchester, 1989.  Studia Iranica 19 (1990): 275-82. 

1b.  Persian translation published in Iran [have not been 

able to locate]. 

 

2.  Review of Andras Hamori, The Composition of Mutanabbē's 

Panegyrics to Sayf al-Dawla (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1992).  

Edebiyat 5 (1994): 373-78. 



 

3.  Review of Jonathan Berkey, The Transmission of Knowledge 

in Medieval Cairo: A Social History of Islamic Education. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1992.  Islamic Law 

and Society 1 (1994): 363-72. 

 

4.  Review of Noah Ha Mim Keller, trans.  Al-Maqasid: Imam 

Nawawi's Manual of Islam.  Evanston, Illinois: Sunna Books, 

1994.  Middle East Studies Association Bulletin 29 (1995): 

115-16. 

 

5.  Review of Mustansir Mir, ed.  Literary Heritage of 

Classical Islam. Arabic and Islamic Studies in Honor of 

James A. Bellamy.  Princeton: The Darwin Press, 1993. 

Journal of the American Oriental Society 115 (1995): 135-36. 

 

6.  Review of Saad Elkhadem, Life is Like a Cucumber: 

Colloquial Egyptian Proverbs, Coarse Sayings and Popular 

Expressions.  Fredericton, New Brunswick: York Press Ltd., 

1993.  Journal of the American Oriental Society 115 (1995): 

338-39. 

 

7.  Review of Boaz Shoshan, Popular Culture in Medieval 

Cairo.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.  Al-

`Arabiyya 28 (1995): 157-60. 

 

8.  Review of Suzanne Pinckney Stetkevych, ed., 

Reorientations/ Arabic and Persian Poetry.  Bloomington, 

Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1994.  Middle East 

Studies Association Bulletin 30 (1996): 53. 

 

9.  Review of Paula Sanders, Ritual, Politics, and the City 

in Fatimid Cairo.  Albany: State University of New York 

Press, 1994.  Journal of the American Oriental Society 116 

(1996): 157-58. 

 

10.  Review of Agostino Cilardo, Diritto ereditario islamico 

delle scuole giuridiche ismailita e imamita.  Casistica.  

Rome and Naples: Istituto per l'oriente C.A. Nallino and 

Istituto universitario orientale, 1993.  Journal of the 

American Oriental Society 116 (1996): 603-4. 

 

11. Review of Manfred Woidich and Jacob M. Landau, ed. and 

trans., Arabisches Volkstheater in Kairo im Jahre 1909:  

Ahmad ilFar und seine Schwänke. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 

Verlag, 1993.  Journal of the American Oriental Society 117 

(1997): 190-92. 

 



12.  Review of Heinz Halm,  Shi`a Islam: From Religion to 

Revolution, trans. Allison Brown.  Princeton, New Jersey: 

Markus Wiener Publishers, 1997.  Iranian Studies 31 (1998): 

125-27. 

 

13.  Review of Yann Richard,  Shi`ite Islam: Polity, 

Ideology, and Creed, trans. Antonia Nevill.  Oxford, U.K. 

and Cambridge, U.S.A.: Blackwell, 1995.  Iranian Studies 31 

(1998): 267-70. 

 

14.  Review of Abdellah Bounfour,  De l'enfant au fils: 

Essais sur la filiation dans les Mille et une nuits.  

Studies in Arabic Literature, vol. XVIII.  Leiden: E.J. 

Brill, 1995.  Edebiyat 9 (1998): 176-79. 

 

15.  Review of Peter Behnstedt and Manfred Woidich,  Die 

ägyptisch-arabischen Dialekte.  Band 4:  Glossar, Arabisch-

Deutsch.  Beihefte zum Tübinger Atlas des vorderen Orients, 

Reihe B (Geisteswissenschaften) Nr. 50/4.  Wiesbaden: Ludwig 

Reichert Verlag, 1994. 

Journal of the American Oriental Society 119 (1999): 335-37. 

 

16.  Review of Walter Armbrust, Mass Culture and Modernism 

in Egypt.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.  

Journal of the American Oriental Society 119 (1999): 537-39. 

 

17.  Review of Christopher Melchert, The Formation of the 

Sunni Schools of Law, 9th-10th Centuries C.E..  Studies in 

Islamic Law and Society.  Volume 4.  Ed. Ruud Peters and 

Bernard Weiss.  Leiden: Brill, 1997.  Islamic Law and 

Society 6 (1999): 275-81. 

 

18.  Review of Muhammad Abdel Haleem.  Understanding the 

Qur'an: Themes and Style.  London: I.B. Tauris Publishers, 

1999.  MESA Bulletin  34 (2000): 214-15. 

 

19.  Review of Rainer Brunner.  Annäherung und Distanz: 

Schia, Azhar und die Islamische Ökumene im 20. Jahrhundert.  

Berlin: Klaus Schwarz Verlag, 1996.  MESA Bulletin 34 

(2000): 224-25. 

 

20.  Review of The Book of Strangers: Medieval Arabic 

Graffiti on the Theme of Nostalgia, Attributed to Abu 'l-

Faraj al-Isfahani. Translated by Patricia Crone and Shmuel 

Moreh.  Princeton, New Jersey: Markus Wiener Publishers, 

2000.  MESA Bulletin  34 (2000): 231-32. 

 

21.  Review of Wheeler M. Thackston.  An Introduction to 

Koranic and Classical Arabic: An Elementary Grammar of the 



Language. Bethesda, Maryland: Iranbooks, 1994.  MESA 

Bulletin  34 (2000): 295-96. 

 

22. Review of David Marshall.  God, Muhammad and the 

Unbelievers: A Qurôanic Study.  Richmond, Surrey:  Curzon 

Press, 1999.  IJMES 33 (2001): 315-17. 

 

23.  Review of Sabine Schmidtke.  Theologie, Philosophie und 

Mystik im Zwölferschiitischen Islam des 9./15. Jahrhunderts.  

Die Gedankenweltendes Ibn Abi Jumhur al-Ahsa'i (um 838/1434-

35-nach 906/1501).  Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2000.  MESA Bulletin 

35 (2001): 73-74. 

 

24.  Review of Haim Gerber.  Islamic Law and Culture 1600-

1840.  Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1999.  Journal of the American 

Oriental Society 121 (2001): 107-8. 

 

25.  James E. Mongomery.  The Vagaries of the Qasidah: The 

Tradition and Practice of Early Arabic Poetry.  Gibb 

Literary Studies, I.  Cambridge:  E.J.W. Gibb Memorial 

Trust, 1997.  Journal of Arabic Literature 32 (2001): 84-85. 

 

26.  Meir Litvak.  Shi`i Scholars of Nineteenth-Century 

Iraq: The `Ulama' of Najaf and Karbala'.  Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1998.  Islamic Law and Society 8 

(2001): 143-47. 

 

27.  Bernard G. Weiss.  The Spirit of Islamic Law.  Athens, 

Georgia: The University of Georgia Press, 1998.  Islamic Law 

and Society 8 (2001): 147-49. 

 

28.  Review of Michael Cooperson.  Classical Arabic 

Biography: The Heirs of the Prophets in the Age of al-

Ma'mun.  Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000.  American 

Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 19 (2002):132-35. 

 

29. Review of Roman Catholics and Shi`i Muslims: Prayer, 

Passion, and Politics.  James A. Bill and John Alden 

Williams.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 

2002. American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 19 (2002): 

142-45. 

 

30.  Review of Mirza Abu l-Fadl Gulpaygani.  The Brilliant 

Proof.  Los Angeles: Kalimat Press, 1998.  MESA Bulletin 36 

(2002): 63-64.  

 

31. Review of Ashk Dahlén.  Deciphering the Meaning of 

Revealed Law:  The Surüshian Pardigm in Shi'i Epistemology. 



Stockholm: Elanders Gotab, 2001.  Journal of the Royal 

Asiatic Society 13 (2003): 13-15. 

 

32.  Review of Uri Rubin.  Between Bible and Qurôan: the 

Children of Israel and the Islamic Self Image. Studies in 

Late Antiquity and Early Islam, vol. 17.  Princeton, N.J.: 

Darwin Press, 1999.  International Journal of Middle East 

Studies 35 (2003): 638-40.  

 

33.  Review of Abü Ishaq Ibrahim al-Sirazi.  Kitab al-Luma` 

fē usul al-fiqh.  Traité de theorie légale musulmane.  

Introduction, traduction annotée et index par Éric Chaumont.  

Studies in Comparative Legal History.  Berkeley: Robbins 

Collection Publications, University of California at 

Berkeley Law School, 1999.  Journal of the American Oriental 

Society 123 (2003): 246-47. 

 

34.  Review of Paul L. Heck, The Construction of Knowledge 

in Islamic Civilization: Qudama b. Jaôfar and his Kitab al-

Kharaj wa-Çinaôat al-kitaba. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2002.  

American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 20.3-4 (2003): 

183-85. 

 

35.  Review of Khader Salameh, The Qur'an manuscripts in the 

al-Haram al-Sharif Islamic Museum, Jerusalem. Reading, U.K.: 

Garnet Publishing, 2001. American Journal of Islamic Social 

Sciences 20.3-4 (2003): 186-88. 

 

36. Review of Robert Gleave.  Inevitable Doubt: Two Theories 

of Shēýē Jurisprudence.  Leiden: Brill, 2000.  Iranian 

Studies 36 (2003): 441-44. 

 

37.  Review of Literary Structures of Religious Meaning in 

the Qur'an.  Ed. Issa J. Boullata.  Richmond, Surrey: Curzon 

Press, 2000.  Journal of Arabic Literature 34 (2003): 282-

84. 

 

38. Review of John C. Eisele.  Arabic Verbs in Time: Tense 

and Aspect in Cairene Arabic.  Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 

1999.  Journal of the American Oriental Society 123 (2003): 

434-36. 

 

39. Review of Scott B. Noegel and Brannon M. Wheeler.  

Historical Dictionary of Prophets in Islam and Judaism.  No. 

43: Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies and 

Movements.  London: The Scarecrow Press, 2002. American 

Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 21 (2004): 124-27. 

 



40.  Review of Asma Afsaruddin, Excellence and Precedence: 

Medieval Islamic Discourse on Legitimate Leadership.  

Leiden: Brill, 2002. American Journal of Islamic Social 

Sciences 21 (2002): 126-29.  

 

41.  Review of Chase F. Robinson, Islamic Historiography, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003.  American 

Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 21 (2002): 124-26. 

 

42.  Review of Sherman A. Jackson.  On the Boundaries of 

Theological Tolerance in Islam: Abu Hamid al-Ghazali's 

Faysal al-Tafriqa.  Studies in Islamic Philosophy.  Ed. S. 

Nomanul Haq.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002. Journal 

of the American Oriental Society.  124 (2004): 113-15. 

 

43.  Review of Farid Esack.  The Qurôan: A Short 

Introduction.  Oxford: Oneworld, 2002.  International 

Journal of Middle East Studies 36 (2004): 682-84. 

 

44.  Review of Brannon M. Wheeler.  Moses in the Quran and 

Islamic Exegesis.  London: Routledge Curzon, 2002.  

International Journal of Middle East Studies 37 (2005): 115-

17. 

 

45.  Review of Muhammad Qasim Zaman.  The Ulama in 

Contemporary Islam: Custodians of Change.  Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2002.  Islamic Law and Society 

12 (2005): 141-44. 

 

46.  Review of Merlin Swartz, A Medieval Critique of 

Anthropomorphism: Ibn al-Jawzē's Kitab Akhbar as-Sifat: A 

Criticial Edition of the Arabic Text with Translation, 

Introduction and Notes.  Islamic Philosophy, Theology, and 

Science:  Texts and Studies, XLVI.  Ed. H. Daiber and D. 

Pingree.  Leiden: Brill, 2002.  Journal of the American 

Oriental Society.  124.3 (2004): 616-19. 

 

47.  Review of MuĜammad Baqir as-Sadr.  Lessons in Islamic 

Jurisprudence.  Trans. and introd. Roy Parviz Mottahedeh.  

Oxford: Oneworld, 2003.  Iranian Studies.  (forthcoming) 

 

48. Review of Rula Jurdi Abisaab.  Converting Persia: 

Religion and Power in the Safavid Empire.  London:  I. B. 

Tauris, 2004.  Journal of Iranian Studies 39 (2006): 271-75. 

 

49.  Review of Michael Chamberlain, Knowledge and Social 

Practice in medieval Damascus (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1994), Comparative Education Review ?? 

 



 

Conference Papers:   

"God's Poetic License: Medieval Analyses of End-Rhyme in the 

Qur'an" 

American Oriental Society, Seattle, March 19, 2006. 

 

"Colorin colorado, Cide Hamete Benengeli, and other Puzzles: 

Recent Research on the Arabic Influence on Spanish" Arabic 

Linguistic Society, University of Western Michigan, 

Kalamazoo, Keynote Address.  March 3, 2006  

 

"Morisco Dissimulation and the Art of Ambiguity," European 

Studies Colloquium, Emory University, March 6, 2006   

 

"Cognate Paronomasia in the Qur'an."  The Qur'an: Text, 

Interpretation and Translation, Centre of Islamic Studies, 

School of Oriental and African Studies, London, November 10-

12, 2005. 

 

"A`udhu bi'llah min qawli 'ana':  Linguistic Prophylaxis and 

the Presentation of Self in Arabic." Conference: The 

Portrayal of Self in Modern Middle East, Groningen 

University, Holland, May 12-14, 2005.   

 

"An Evaluation of Qur'anic Emendations Proposed in Medieval 

and Modern Scholarship." 

Towards a New Reading of the Qur'an?, Notre Dame, April 2-4, 

2005. 

 

"Al-Sayrafi's Manual of Jurisprudence, Kitab al-dala'il 

wa'l-a`lam `ala usul al-ahkam." American Oriental Society, 

Philadelphia, March 18-21, 2005. 

 

"Comparative Clitic Reduction." North American Conference on 

Afro-Asiatic Linguistics, Philadelphia, March 18-21, 2005. 

 

"Hebrew/Aramaic in the Qur'an." ICIS conference: "Re-Placing 

Cultures," Emory University, January 28, 2005.   

 

"Emendations of the Legal Section of Ibn al-Nadēm's 

Fihrist,"  School of Abbasid Studies, Leuven, Belgium, June 

2004. 

 

"Word Play in Arabic." Plenary lecture.  American Oriental 

Society, San Diego, March 2004. 

 

ñThe Urgency of Philology.ò  Text and Context: Recent 

Research in Middle Eastern and South Asian Studies 

conference, Emory University, February 15-16, 2004. 

 



ñal-Mas`udēôs Lost Manual of Legal Theory.ò  Text and 

Context: Recent Research in Middle Eastern and South Asian 

Studies conference, Emory University, February 15-16, 2004. 

 

ñObservations on Luxenbergôs Recent Work, Die Syro-

Aramäische Lesart des Qur'ans.ò  South Eastern Regional 

Middle East and Islamic Studies Seminar, Valle Crucis, North 

Carolina, October, 2003. 

 

"The Legal Theory of al-Muzani."  American Research Center 

in Egypt, Emory University, April 24-26, 2003. 

 

"Theoretical Prolegomena in the Islamic Sciences."  American 

Oriental Society, Nashville, April 4-7, 2003. 

 

"Ibn D wüd al-Ißbah nē's Work on the Theory of Love, Kit b 

al-zahrah." 

Marriage and the Family conference, Emory Law School, 

Atlanta, March 27, 2003. 

 

"al-ÿabarē's Bay n ýan uÇ¿l al-aĜkm and the Early History 

of Ußul al-fiqh"  School of Abbasid Studies Conference, 

University of Cambridge, July, 2002. 

 

"The Analysis of Rhyme in the Qur'an: Ibn al-Sa'igh al-

Hanafi's treatise Ihkam al-r y fi ahkam al- y,"  Middle 

Eastern Studies Association, November, 2001.  [I was unable 

to attend but the paper was on display] 

 

"A Religio-Political Interpretation of al-Hanafi's Maqamat."  

American Oriental Society, Houston, March, 2002. 

 

"Paronomastic Prayers in the Qur'an." South Eastern Regional 

Middle East and Islamic Studies Seminar, Atlanta, March, 

2002. 

 

"Documents and Dissimulation."  Conference on Marginal 

Identities in Medieval Islamic Society, Consejo Superior de 

Investigaciones Cientificas, Madrid, October, 2001. 

 

"The Defense of Egyptian Vernacular by Yusuf al-Maghribi (d. 

1019/1611), with reference to the Cases of French, Italiam, 

Spanish, and Portuguese."  RRAALL symposium, University of 

Pennsylvania, May, 2001. 

 

"Professional Literary Mendicancy and the Writings of Badi' 

al-Zaman al-Hamadhani." American Oriental Society, Toronto, 

March, 2001. 

 



"Close Encounters with the Twelfth Imam: Imam-Sighting 

Accounts and al-Hamadhani's Maqamat."  "Esoteric Knowledge 

and the Social Imaginary," Symposium on Medieval Islamicate 

Culture, New York University, February 2001. 

 

"Moralizing Maq m t."  British Society for Middle Eastern 

Studies, Cambridge, England, July, 2000. 

 

"The Formation of the Twelver Madhhab."  IIIrd International 

Schacht Conference on Islamic Law, Boston, May, 2000. 

 

"Ironic Antiphrasis and Sectarian Polemic in al-Hamadh nē's 

Maq m t."  American Oriental Society, Portland, March, 2000. 

 

"The Jurisprudence of MuĜammad b. Dã¿d al-ùhirē." 

Conference on Islamic Legal Theory, Salt Lake City, 

September, 1999. 

 

"Notes on the Early History of the UÇ¿āl al-fiqh Genre." 

American Oriental Society, Baltimore, March, 1999. 

 

"Rationalism and Assimilation in the Jurisprudence of al-

Shahēd al-Th nē and the Rise of the Twelver Akhb rē School." 

Conference on Safavid Iran, University of Utah, Salt Lake 

City, May, 1998. 

 

"Investigating Speech Genres in Moroccan Arabic." Social 

Science Research Council Middle East conference, Tunisia, 

March, 1998. 

 

"The Divisibility of Ijtih d: Specialization and the Islamic 

Doctorate of Law." American Oriental Society, Miami, April, 

1997. 

 

"Preposterous Boasts and the Ideology of Ingenuity in 

Egyptian Arabic."  Eleventh Annual Symposium on Arabic 

Linguistics, Atlanta, February, 1997. 

 

"Corpus and Character in al-Hamadh ni's Maq m t."  Middle 

East Studies Association,  Providence, November 1996. 

 

"al-Hamadh nē's Maq m t and Shēýē Theories of the 

Occultation."  North Carolina Islamic Studies Seminar, 

October, 1995. 

 

"The Sh fiýē Tradition of the Twelver Shiites." American 

Oriental Society, Salt Lake City, March, 1995. 

 

"Taqiyyah in Oral Confessions, or the Art of Ambiguity." 

Middle East Studies Association, Phoenix, November 1994. 



 

"al-Hamadh nē's Maq m t and Shēýē Theories of the 

Occultation."  American Academy of Religion, Chicago, 

November 1994. 

 

Istikhd m an-nußüß al-adabiyyah fē taÀwēr mahr t al-kit bah 

(in Arabic: "The Use of Literary Texts in Developing Writing 

Skills"), Association of American Teachers of Arabic, 

Phoenix, November 1994. 

 

"Specialization and the Islamic Doctorate of Law."  Medieval 

Academy of America, Knoxville, Tennessee, April 1994. 

 

"You Can Take It With You:  Capitalism and the Islamic 

Autobiography."  Middle East Studies Association, Raleigh, 

November, 1993. 

 

"The Position of Marjiý al-Taqlēd: A Comparison between the 

Twelver Shēýē and Sunnē Legal Establishments." Shēýē Islam: 

Faith, Experience and Worldview Conference, Temple 

University-University of Pennsylvania, September, 1993. 

 

"Paronomastic Curses in Egyptian Arabic." North American 

Conference for Afro-Asiatic Linguistics, Raleigh, April, 

1993. 

 

"Authority and Orthodoxy in Islam." American Oriental 

Society, Raleigh, April, 1993. 

 

"Al-Hamadh nē's 'Anti-Lectures': the Maq m t as Parody."  

Middle Eastern Literary Seminar, St. Louis, April, 1993. 

 

"Addenda and Corrigenda to A Dictionary of Egyptian Arabic." 

Middle East Studies Association, Portland, October, 1992. 

 

"A Shēýē Survival in Egyptian Vernacular: AĜmad y ýUmar." 

North American Conference for Afro-Asiatic Linguistics, 

Boston, April, 1992. 

 

"Taqiyyah: the Case of Bah ã al-Dēn al-ýömilē." Middle East 

Studies Association, Washington D.C., November, 1991. 

 

"al-Faw ãid al-madaniyyah and the Akhb rē Movement." Middle 

East Studies Association, San Antonio, November, 1990. 

 

Lectures: 

Georgetown, December 2004 

Harvard Law School 

Harvard University, Middle East Center, October 2004  

Amherst 



Middlebury 

Yale, October 2004 

 

"al-Shēýah fē al-t rēkh al-isl mē," (in Arabic: "Shiites in 

Islamic History") 

Arabic School, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont, June 

20, 1994. 

 

"Ayna al-Iskandariyyah? aw dawr al-tashayyuý fē Maqm t al-

Hamadh nē," (in Arabic: "Where is Alexandria? or the Role of 

Shēýism in al-Hamadh nē's Maqm t") 

Near Eastern Studies Department, Princeton University, April 

29, 1994. 

 

"Arabic Impoliteness Formulae," Asian and Middle Eastern 

Studies Dept., University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 

October 7, 1993. 

 

"al-SulÀah al-dēniyyah fi 'l-isl m," (in Arabic: "Religious 

Authority in Islam") Arabic School, Middlebury College, 

Middlebury, Vermont, July 13, 1993. 

 

"JuĜ wa 'l-istiýbÀ aw al-manÀiq al-muÖdd," (in Arabic: 

"JuĜ and the Art of Playing Dumb, or Anti-Logic") 

Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont, July 12, 1993. 

 

 

SERVICE 

 

Service to the Department: 

NEJLL Dept. search committee for chair position, 1991-92. 

NEJLL Dept. search committee for Hebrew position, 1992-93. 

NEJLL Dept. search committee for Arabic position, 1993-94. 

Chair, NEJLL Dept. summer school committee, 1993-94. 

Chair, NEJLL Dept. curriculum committee, 1993-94. 

Coordinated department honors program 1992-95, 1998-2004. 

Chair MESAS Department, 2000-2004. 

Chair, Lectures and Activities Committee, 2006-present. 

B.A. Honors' Theses supervised: 

1992--Adam Silverman, on the "mysterious abbreviations" in 

the Qur'an. 

1993--Saadia Lakhani, on relations between Sunni and 

Ism ýēlē Muslims in the Atlanta  region's Pakistani 

community. 

1997--Fakiha Khan, on the development of the institutions of 

mahr and wilayah in Islamic  law. 

2002-3--Reem Marto, on the theme of Palestine in Egyptian 

popular music. 

 Sofia Panjwani, on education in Pakistan 

Advised NEJLL majors, 1995. 



"The Maqamah as a Parodic Form," lecture for NEJLL faculty 

seminar, May, 1993. 

1996--Served on dissertation committee of Bahira Sherif, 

anthropology Dept., University  of Pennsylvania, 

completed fall, 1996.  Title:  "Unveiling the Islamic 

Family:   Concepts of Family and Gender Among Middle Class 

Muslim Egyptians."   Advisor:  Dr. Sandra Barnes. 

 

Service to the University: 

FAME leader and freshman advisor ten times between 1991-92 

and 2006-7. 

Faculty advisor, Emory delegation to Model Arab League, 

Savannah, Georgia, April 1991. 

Performed in French play directed by Dr. Tomlinson (French)-

-Camus' Révolte dans les  Asturides, March 1991. 

Center for Language, Literature and Culture executive 

committee, fall 1992, 1993-94, fall  1994. 

In-house Merit Scholarships selection committee, spring 

1994. 

Writing-Across-the-Curriculum program, 1993-94. 

Organized visit of Bahira Sherif (University of 

Pennsylvania) to give lecture "The  Changing Family in 

Modern Egypt," March, 1991. 

Organized visit of Dr. Kamal Abd el-Malek (McGill) to 

lecture on the image of the  foreigner in modern Egyptian 

literature and popular portrayals of the Prophet in 

 Egyptian ballads, Spring 1992. 

Organized visit of Dr. Shiva Balaghi (University of 

Michigan) to give lecture "Censor and  Poet in the Shah's 

Iran," on April 18, 1994, as part of the CLLC's lecture 

series on  censorship. 

Organized, with Dr. Kristen Brustad, Islamic panels for the 

American Research Center in  Egypt conference hosted by 

Emory University, Atlanta, April 1995. 

Called prospective students for admission as part of the 

Faculty Calling Program, March- April, 1995. 

Chaired panel at the Forces of Change conference organized 

by the NEJLL department and  the Carter Center, Spring 

1995. 

Gave Middle Eastern drum and dance program for the Spice 

House International Dorm,  spring 1995. 

Performed Middle Eastern music with Dr. Alaa Gheeth (Emory 

Hospital) for International  Festival, spring 1995. 

Interviewed on Orientalism (in Arabic) for radio broadcast, 

as part of the Voice of  America's Arabic program, October, 

1995. 

Participated in Workshops on Foreign Language Teaching, 

Emory, 1991, 1993, 1994. 

"Using Video Materials to Teach Communicative Functions in 

Arabic," lecture and video  presentation given at Workshop 



on Foreign Language Teaching, Emory University,  February 

16, 1991. 

"Introduction to Islam," lecture given for Life Enrichment 

Program, Oak Grove Methodist  Church, Decatur, Georgia, 

January 24, 1991. 

"Introduction to Islam," lecture for community group at 

Epiphany Episcopal Church,  Decatur, Georgia, February 10, 

1991. 

"Introduction to Islam," lecture for youth group at First 

Methodist Church, Decatur,  Georgia, April 14, 1991. 

"Authority in Islam," lecture for Colloquium on Canon and 

Authority, Religion  department, Emory University, Dec. 

3, 1991. 

"Talk Like an Egyptian: Popular Rhetorical Strategies in 

Spoken Egyptian Arabic,"  lecture  for Majors in Near 

Eastern Studies, Emory University, Atlanta, October 8, 1991. 

"Islam and Islamic Ethics," Piedmont College, Piedmont, 

Georgia, March 6, 1991.  

"The Gulf Crisis and the Media," lecture for Emory Waging 

Peace, Emory University,  Atlanta, December 4, 1990. 

"The Making of an Ayatollah," lecture for Majors in Near 

Eastern Studies, Emory  University, Atlanta, October 21, 

1990. 

"Arabic Literature as a World Literature," lecture, Kennesaw 

State College, Kennesaw,  Georgia, September 14, 1990. 

 

Service to the Profession: 

Serve as outside referee for Journal of the American 

Oriental Society, Journal of the American Academy of 

Religion, International Journal of Middle East Studies, 

Journal of Arabic Literature, and Language, 1993-present. 

Outside examiner for Center for Arabic Study Abroad program, 

American University in  Cairo, 1992. 

Arabic examiner for colleges and universities in the 

Southeastern region (1993-present): 

 Perimeter College, Dunwoody, Georgia. 

 North Georgia State, Dahlonega, Georgia. 

 Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama. 

 University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

 University of New Orleans, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Chaired panel at the American Oriental Society, April, 1993. 

Organized a panel on the Arabic autobiographical tradition 

("Critical Approaches to the  Arabic Autobiographical 

Tradition" and another panel on medieval Shiite history 

 ("Sectarian Issues in Medieval Islam") for the Middle 

East Studies Association  conference, November 1994. 

Respondent for panel on the relationship between the 

teaching of culture and teaching  Arabic as a foreign 

language, Middle East Studies Association conference, 

 December 1995. 



Outside examiner for Arabic programs at Alabama University 

(Tuscaloosa) and University  of South Alabama (Mobile), 

1993-present.  

Evaluated fellowship proposals for the National Humanities 

Center, Research Triangle  Park, NC, 1996, 1997. 

Served on Fellowship Selection Committee, American Research 

Center in Egypt, 1997. 

 

EDITORIAL___________________________________________________

__________ 

Serve on editorial board of Hikmat (Philosophy and Islamic 

Studies Journal), Quaid-i A`zam University, Lahore, 

Pakistan. 

 

Serve on editorial board of The Journal of the Faculty of 

Divinity, Marmara University, Istanbul, Turkey. 

 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 

 

Fellowship at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 

fall 2004. 

Emory University Research Center grant, summer 2000. 

Social Science Research Council Grant for research in 

Morocco, 1997-98. 

National Humanities Center Fellowship, Research Triangle 

Park, NC, 1995-96. 

American Research Center in Egypt Fellowship, Cairo, Egypt, 

1996. 

Emory University Research Center grant, summer 1993. 

Malcolm H. Kerr Dissertation Award, granted by the Middle 

East Studies Association for  best dissertation in Middle 

East Studies, humanities division, 1992. 

Center For Arabic Studies Abroad (III) Fellowship, American 

University in Cairo, 1992 

University of Pennsylvania Research Fellowship, 1989-90. 

American Association of Teachers of Arabic Translation 

Prize, 1987. 

Annenberg Graduate Fellowship, 1985-89. 

National Graduate (Javits) Fellowship, 1986. 

Center for Arabic Studies Abroad Fellowship, American 

University in Cairo, 1984-85. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

 

American Association of Teachers of Arabic, American 

Oriental Society, Middle East Studies Association, RRALL 

(Radical Reassessment of Arabic Language and Literature). 

 

 



RESEARCH LANGUAGES  

 

Arabic, Persian, Italian, French, German, Spanish. 

 


