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Education 

 
Princeton University, Ph.D. in Near Eastern Studies, 2002 

 Ph.D. Dissertation entitled “Like the Place of Congregation on Judgment Day: Maritime Trade 

and Urban Organization in Medieval Aden, ca. 1080-1229” 

 

Texas A&M University, M.A. in Anthropology (Nautical Archaeology Program), 1998 

 M.A. Thesis entitled “The Bronze Age Wreck at eytan Deresi and the Minoan Connection in the 

Eastern Aegean” 

 

Institute of Archaeology, University College, London, B.A., Archaeology, First Class Honors, 1990 

 B.A. Dissertation entitled “The Organization and Tools of the Dilmun Trade” 

 

Academic Fields 
 

 Social and Economic History, Medieval Middle East 

 Mediterranean and Indian Ocean History 

 Urban History and Archaeology, Port Cities 

 Merchants and Social Networks 

 Shipbuilding Technology and Navigation 

 

Teaching Experience 

 
Assistant Professor 

Courses Taught 

 Introduction to the Middle East 

 Material Culture, Pre-modern Islamic World 

 Trade and Travel, Middle East and South Asia 

 Orienting the Middle East and South Asia 

 Method and Theory in Middle Eastern Studies 

 

Department of Middle Eastern and South Asian 

Studies, Emory University, 2002- present 

 

Teaching Assistant 

 Introduction to Western Civilization 

 

Department of History, Princeton University  

2001-2002 

 

 

Professional and Community Outreach 
 

Carlos Museum Docent Training Program 

 “Underwater Archaeology and Mediterranean Trade” 

Carlos Museum  

March 2006 

 

Georgia Consortia for International Educators and  

Middle East Studies Workshop “Teaching the Middle East” 

 “The Middle East, History, and Material Culture”  

  “Classroom Strategies and Resources” 

Emory University 

October 2004 and 2003 
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National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute  

“The Indian Ocean: Cradle of Globalization” 

 “A City and the Sea: Maritime Trade and Urban Organization  

in Medieval Aden” 

 

University of Pennsylvania 

July 2002 

 

Research Positions 
 

Center for the Study of Religion,  

Princeton University 

 

2001-2002 Research Assistant: Database of 

Judaeo-Arabic Documents; 

Poverty and Charity project 

 

Friedberg Geniza Project, Princeton 

University 

1999-2002 Editor of Judaeo-Arabic Cairo 

Geniza Documents 

 

American Numismatic Society, New 

York 

1997-2001 Assistant Curator of Islamic and 

East Asian Coins and Medals 

 

Archaeological Experience 
 

Traditional Boats of Oman 

Project, Oman 

 

1992-1996 Western Australia Maritime 

Museum and Earthwatch 

Underwater Survey at Kythera, 

Greece 

 

1993 Hellenic Institute of Maritime 

Archaeology 

Bronze Age Shipwreck at Ulu 

Burun, Turkey 

 

1992, 1993 Institute of Nautical Archaeology 

Early Helladic Shipwreck at 

Dhokos, Greece 

 

1990, 1991 Hellenic Institute of Maritime 

Archaeology 

Hellenistic Site at Ed-Dur, United 

Arab Emirates 

 

1991 Institute of Archaeology, 

University College London 

Citadel of Koukounaries, Paros, 

Greece 

 

1989 Archaeological Society of Athens 

Citadel of Mycenae, Greece 

 

1988 Archaeological Society of Athens 

Lewis Castle, Sussex, United 

Kingdom 

1988 Institute of Archaeology, 

University College London 

 

Recent Papers Given 
 

International Medieval Congress, University of Leeds, Leeds, United Kingdom, July 9, 2007 

“Port City Topographies, Imagined and Real: What Texts and Archaeology Tell Us About Littoral Urban 

Forms in the Western Indian Ocean” 

 

Middle Eastern Studies Association 40
th

 Annual Meeting, Washington DC, November 20, 2006 

“High Stakes on the High Seas: Ships and Seamanship of the Rasulids and their Predecessors ” 

 

Ninth Annual Congress of the Mediterranean Studies Association, Genoa, Italy, May 25-27, 2006 
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“Port Cities and Pirate States: Conflict and Competition in the World of Indian Ocean Trade” 

 

Hellenic Studies Seminar, Princeton University, May 10, 2006 

“Pirates, Merchants, and Cosmopolitans in the Medieval Indian Ocean” 

 

Arabic Studies Faculty Seminar, Columbia University, New York, March 23, 2006 

“After the Shipwreck: A Geniza Contribution to the Study of Indian Ocean Connectivities” 

 

Middle Eastern Studies Association 39
th

 Annual Meeting, Washington DC, November 22, 2005 

“Conflict and Competition in the World of Indian Ocean Trade: a View from Medieval Aden” 

 

University of Crete at Rethymnon, Department of History.  Invited Faculty Lecture, June 16, 2004 

“Medieval Trading Networks in the Indian Ocean” 

 

39
th

 International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo 

Michigan.  May 7, 2004 

“Two Men in the Bazaar: Text and Urban Space in the Cairo Geniza” 

 

ñRegions Unframed: A Symposium of Middle Eastern and South Asian Studiesò Atlanta , GA, April 

4-6, 2003 

“Righteous Friends of Friends: Cross-Cultural Mercantile Networks in the Western Indian Ocean” 

 

American Historical Association Conference: Seascapes, Littoral Cultures, and Transoceanic 

Exchangesò Washington DC, February 12-15, 2003 

“Safe Haven: Maritime Trade and the State in Medieval Aden” 

 

Middle Eastern Studies Association 36
th

 Annual Meeting, Washington DC, November 25, 2002 

“Customs Dues and Regulations Till the Day of Judgment: Administration of the Customs House in Aden 

in Zurayid and Ayyubid Times (ca. 1083-1229)” 

 

 

Publications 

 
Aden and the Indian Ocean Trade: 150 Years in the Life of a Medieval Arabian Port. Chapel Hill, NC.: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2007. 

 

Review of Maritime India: Rival Empires of Trade in the Orient, 1600-1800 by Holden Furber, Maritime 

India in the Seventeenth Century, by Sinnappah Arasaratnam, and The Indian Ocean: A History of People 

and the Sea, by Kenneth McPherson.  Journal of Transport History 27 (2006): 163-65. 

 

“Aden.” In Medieval Islamic Civilization: An Encyclopedia.  Edited by J.W. Meri.  New York and London, 

forthcoming. 

 

Review of Minaret Building and Apprenticeship in Yemen, by T.H.J. Marchand, International Journal of 

Middle Eastern Studies 36 (2004): 676-678. 

 

“Aden and Alexandria, Two Ports Compared: Trade and Society in the Maritime Entrepots of Medieval 

Islam.” Proceedings of the 8
th
  International Conference on Graeco-Oriental and African Studies (Chios 

and Oinousses, July 5-6, 2000), in press. 

 

“Navigational Encounters: Theory and Practice of Indian Ocean Navigation by Arabs Ottomans and 

Portuguese in the Beginning of the 16
th

 Century.” In Sailing Ships of the Mediterranean Sea and the 

Arabian Gulf.  Vol. II: Navigation in the Red Sea, the Arabian Gulf, and the Indian Ocean.  Edited by 

Vassilis Christides.  Athens, 2000. 
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“The Sheytan Deresi Wreck.” In Encyclopaedia of Underwater and Maritime Archaeology, edited by J.P. 

Delgado, 371.  New Haven and London: British Museum Press 1997. 

 

“Arabia Felix et Maritima: The Trade and Maritime Legacy of Yemen,” INA Quarterly 24.3 (1997) 18-23 

(co-author with Peter Van Alfen) 

 

The Omani Dhow Research Project: Final Report.  Center for Field Research, Watertown MA, 1996 (co-

author with Thomas Vosmer) 

 

The Omani Dhow Research Project: Final Report, Fieldwork 1992.  Report no. 69, Department of 

Maritime Archaeology, Western Australian Maritime Museum, Freemantle 1993 (co-author with Thomas 

Vosmer) 

 

Book review of L. Basch, 1987, Le musée imaginaire de la marine antique, International Journal of 

Nautical Archaeology 21.4 (1992) 359-360. 

 

Fellowships and Awards 
   

Getty Foundation Fellowship 2006 

 

University of Washington/Getty 

Summer Institute 

 

Mellon Foundation Fellowship 

 

2005-2006 Institute for Advanced Study, 

Princeton 

 

Halle Institute Emory Faculty 

Trip to India 

 

2003-2004 Claus M. Halle Institute for 

Global Learning at Emory 

Graduate School Fellowship 

 

1996-2000 Princeton University, Department 

of Near Eastern Studies  

 

J.F. Costopoulos Foundation for 

Hellenic Studies and S.J. Seeger 

Hellenic Studies Graduate Prizes 

 

1996-2000 Princeton University, Program in 

Hellenic Studies 

 

Shaykh Hamad Fellowship in 

Islamic Numismatics 

 

1997-2001 American Numismatic Society 

Dean’s Fund for Scholarly Travel 

Grant 

 

1999 Princeton University 

History of Science Society Travel 

Grant 

 

1999 History of Science Society 

Annual Meeting, Pittsburg 

Historians of Islamic Art Travel 

Grant 

1998-1999 Historians of Islamic Art Annual 

Meeting, Los Angeles 

 

Mellon Foundation Summer 

Grant For Study of Arabic 

Language 

1998 Yemen Arabic Language Center, 

Sanaa 

 

Languages 
 

Fluency 

 Greek 

High Proficiency 

 Middle and Modern 

Basic Competence 

 German 
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 English 

 French 

 

Standard Arabic 

 Judaeo-Arabic 

 Classical Greek 

 Turkish 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


